12. 7 he Charafter of a Methodiſt | 


Fuſe to be diſtinguiſh'd from other Men, by any but 
the common Principles of Chriſtianity. The Plain, 
Old Chriſtianity that I teach, renouncing and deteſt- 
ing all other Marks of Diſtinction. And whoſoever is 
what I preach [let him be called what he will, for 
Names change not the Nature of Things] he is a 
Chriſtian, not in Name only, but in Mart and in Life. 
He is inwardly and outwaidly conformed to the will 

of Gop, as revealed in the Written Word. He thinks, 

| ſpeaks. and lives according to the Method laid down 
in the Revelation of FJ:ſus Chriſt. His Soul is renew'd 
after the Image of God, in Righteouſneſs and in all 
true Holineſs. And having the mind that was in Chrift 
he ſo walks as Cy n1sT alſo walked, 

18. By theſe Marks, by theſe Fruits of a living faith 
do we labour to diſtinguiſb ourſelves from the unbeliev- 
ing World, from all thoſe whoſe Minds or Lives are 
not according to the G1ſpel of Chriſt. But from Real 
Chriſtians, of whatſoever Denomination they be, we 

ceearneſtly deſire not to be deſtinguiſhed at all: Nor 

from any, who ſincerly follow after what they know 

2 not yet attained. No: whoſoever doth the will 

dt my Father which is in Heaven, the ſame is my 

Brother, and Siſter and Mother. And I beſeech you 

Bretheren, by the Mercies of Go p, that we be in no 
wiſe divided among ourſelves. Is thy Heart right, 
as my Heart is with thine ? J ask no farther Queſtion, 
if it be, give me thy Hand. For Opinions, or Terms, 

let us not deſtroy the Work of Gop. Doſt thou love 
and ſerve Gov ? it is enough. I give theethe Right- 
Hand of Fellowthip. If there be any Conſolation in 
Criſt, If any Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip of 
the pitit, 7 Bowels and Mercies: Let us ſtrive 
together for the Faith of the Goſpel; walking worthy 
of the Vocation wherewith we are called; with all 
Lowlineſs and Meekneſs, with Long: ſuffering, for- 
bearing one another in Love, endeavouring to keep 
the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace: Re- 
membring, there 3s. ne Body and one Spirit, even as 

Ve are called witk hope of our Calling, One Lord, One 
Faith, One Baptiſm; One GOD and Father of All, who' 
is above All, and thro' All, and in you All ! | 
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Queſtions to be put to every Perſon, 

8 L218 "and ue be anſivered openly and 
freely; and let every Perfon (if 
willing) take it in Turn to propoſe. 
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01 1 A kn hy far here | 


2 practical Jud 1.57 your 8 5 
guilty Creature, y your being with- 
- out. to approach COD but 


ha Redeemer. 2. By your Patience 
for all Mercies ſpiritual and _ 


bo B our R for all 
Poga. * 1 * LH Things. 
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Things. 4. By your Refgnarion- when under 
the of Gop or Man, 5. By your 
Freedom to own your Faults when needful. 
6. By your Meeknefs. in bearing Reproof. 


7. By your Aptneſs to eſteem others better 
wm yourſelf. 


Y) You may know how far you * 
a practical Judgment of your Heatmeſi, 
} 1. By your referring all good Thoughts, | 
1 Pelle 9 and Deeds to Gop's 
Grace. 2. By your Diftruſt of your own 
Strength on all Occaſions, 3. By your Fre- 
quency in looking up for Strength to enable 
you to all Duties and againſt all Tempta- 
tons. 4. By your Importunity in aſking 
the Grace of Gop. 5. By your Diligence 
in the Uſe of all the Means nn 

this Grace. 
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el N 
ment of your Blindneſs, 1 
our | To. the Word of 5 for al 
1 2. By your ſeeking the Li 25 * 
the Spirit to make you underſtand the 
tures, and not referring yourſelt to your = 
Reaſonings upon them. 3. By your Depen- 
dence on the Light of « Spirit in Prayer. 
mn "= BY your Diſrult of your own Judg nt. 
3. By your Patience in hearin 8 t 
of others. 6. By your not fo Reb Advice apt to * 
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"Second Converſation. 3 


FAITH in JESUS CHRIST. 
Queſt. H AVE you a practical Know- 


of Gop 15 5 unto us (a) Righteouſ- 
.neſs—and (6b) e 5 
Wiſdom? 


6 a) You may diſcover how 4 you prac- 


*rically know CHRIS as your Righteouſneſs, 
20 By your fleeing to Him for Refuge from 
the Accuſations of Conſcience, the Senſe of 
"Guilt, and the Fear of Death. 2. By the 
Relief you find in your Soul from 5 Ap- 
- plications: in all theſe Caſes: 3. By the 


Frequency and Speedineſs of your Applich- 


tions to CR IST. 4. By your Narbe Bold. 
neſs in them. 5. By your being able tolook 
on Gop as a Father in CarisT. 6. By 


the Hope you bave of 7 51 through ie 


2 Merits of CHRIST. 7 6401 © 


.-..- (b) You may diſcover DE 2 you: prac- 
tically know ChRisr as your Strength- for 


Sanctification, 1. By the Frequency of your 


Application to Him for Grace. 2. By your 
Conhdence that his Grace is ſufficient to 
5 7 fl keep 


; . i 


edge of CHRIST Jxsus as 
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* you in every Caſe, againſt every Ene- 


my, and to ſanctify you wholly... 3, By 
your not declining any Duty you are called 


to through Fear of failing in it. 4. By your 


being ſenſible” that whatever you are, and 
do, according to Gop's Will, is by his 
Grace. 5. By your perſiſting yigorouſly in 


oppoſing Fin, eſpecially that Which moſt 


eaſily beſets you, and in ſeeking Advance- 


ment in Holineſs, under whatever Diſcou - 
ragements. 6. By your not deſpairing of 
Succeſs, though Sin be apt Semen to 


gain Advantage over you. 


(e) You may diſcover how far you prac- 
tically know CHRIST as of Gon: made unto 
us Wiſdom, 1. By your referring yourſelf, 
not to the Reaſon of Men, but to the Word 
of Gop for Direction in all Matters of Re- 
- gion. 2. By your having your Founda- 
tion, for what you believe and practiſe, 


built on God's Word, not Man's Autho- 


rity. 3. By your being fully ſatisfied with 
what Gop declares in any Caſe, ſo as to find 


no Doubt remaining. 4. By your Steadi- 


nels, and not being diſconcerted, betauſe 
,of the differing Judgments of others: con- 
cerning what you have ſeen with your own 


Eyes in the Scriptures. |; g. By your Meck- 
neſs towards thoſe who differ frem you. 


6. By your Diligence in wading and ed 
ins Gop' W 1G iH ods 
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Third Converſation. voy 
: Wet. DO you practically chooſe 


So as your (a) Portion 
to enjoy —and your (6) Maſter to 


ſerve ? 


Ia) You may determine how far you 
Chooſe Gop for your Portion to enjoy, 
1. By the Deſire you have of being ſatis- 
Fed on Scripture-Grounds that you are in 
his Favour. 2. By the Support which the 
Conſciouſneſs of His being near you gives 
your Soul. 3. By the Care you take to 
walk in the Senſe of his Preſence. 4. By 
your abſtaining from ſuch indifferent Things 
you have found by Experience cauſe you 
to loſe the Senſe of his Preſence. 5. By 
your Endeavour to keep the Senſe of his 
i Preſence with you in the Duties of your 
Calling. 6. By the Deſire you have of 
ing Him in all Divine Ordinances. 
7. By the Encouragement you receive from 
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the ExpeRation of ſeeing him Face re, : 
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and being for ever with Him. 8. By the 


Delight you take in thoſe who are like 


brought to the Trial, you in Fact ive tO 
Gov's Favour beyond every earthly Thing. 

(b) You may judge how far you chooſe. 
Gop for your Maſter, 1. By the Care you 
take to pleaſe Him. 2. By the Cheerful- 


neſs wherewith you de it. 3. By your 
_eleaving ſtedfaſtly to his Will in all tryin 


Caſes. 4. By the Self. Diſpleaſure you fee 
whenever you have done any thing to 
offend Him. 5. By the Diligence you ule 


in ſearching the Scriptures to know what 
his Will is. 6. By the Conſtancy and Im- 


portunity of your Prayers for Grace to en- 
able you to ſerve Him better. 7. By your 
inſt Temptations. 8. B 

the Determination of your Heart againſt 
the Sin that does moſt eaſily beſet you. 9. 


By your Sorrow to ſe Him diſhonoured as 
. Fe 5p the Work 
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Faurib Conerſation. 


+) 


' Love of our NEIGHBOUR: 
u DO you (a) 905 and 6409 * 


light in the Welfare of all 


Mankind, Joiritual and temporal? 


(a) You may know how far you acfir * J. 
The ſpiritual Welfare of all others, i. By 
the Concern' you have that your Conduct 
may encourage them in all good Ways. 
2. By the Concern you have 19 may be 
nothing in your Conduct that may *y an 


"Offence to any. 3. By your Cheerfulneſs 


in foregoin 8, any thing which you judge 
may be an Offence. 4. By your Forbearance 


with all for their Good. 5. By your Rea- 


dincſs to improve all Opportunities of be- 


nefiting your Neighbour's Soul. 6. By 


your valuing your, Gifts and Influence 
chiefly becauſe they may render you help- 
ful to the Souls of otheis. 7. By the 


Frequency and Importunity of your Prayers 


for the Grace of Gop upon them. Lou 
may * how far you deſire, II. The 


temporal 


= F 4 * N 
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temporal Welfare of others, 1. By your 
Aptneſs to make their Caſe your om, 
thinking and acting for them as need is. 
2. By your Readineſs do give out of your 
Abundance. 3. By your Frugality and 
Savingneſs on yourſelf, that you may have 

| wherewith to help others. 4. By your 
Willingneſs to give or lend without being 


* 


- aſked, ' where you ſre it is wanted. 


5 . ef ; exit - 

1 (50 You may know how far you delight 
in, I. The ſpiritual Welfare of others, I. 
By the Satisfaction you take in thoſe who 

are Good. 2. By your Readineſs to hope 

the beſt. 3. By your finding yourſelf 
grieved at the Falls and; Backſlidings of 
others. 4. By your Compaſſion over Sin- 
ners. 5. By the Indignation you find 
againſt yourſelf, for any Riſings of Diſguſt 
againſt any for being better than yourſelf. 
6. By your Joy in the Succeſs of the Goſ- 
pel, whoever be the Inſtrument. Lou 
may know how far you deligbt in, II. The 
temporal Welfare of others, 1 By your not 
ſecretly envying them their Advancement. 
2. By your hearing of it without Diſguſt. 

3. By your ſpeaking, of it without lefiening 
it. 4. By your rejoicing in their Proſperity, 

as far as it is not made prejudicial to their 

Souls. er .9* - 3 i 


Fifth 


id 


Fifth Converſation. 5 
HOPE of GLORY. 


Wop. RE you' waiting and long- 
| A 3; for the Joy that ſhall 
be revealed in you, when your Soul 
bang perfected in Holineſs, and your 
Body being ſpir itualized, you bail ſee 
and enjoy Gop for cver in n the Face of 
J CHRIST 2 : 


You may aſterer hew far this Flag is 
In you, 1. By the Indifference it has be- 
_ you to the Pleaſures, Riches, and 
Honours of the Werld. 2. By your Rea- 
dineſs to part with them when Wer inter- 
fere with theſe your future Expectations. 
3. By the Deadneſs you find in you to the 


22 Life. 4. By your Quietneſs and 


Patience in preſent Troubles or Reproaches. 
5. By the light Account you make of ſuch 
Troubies and Reproaches, 6. By the Fre- 
| of your thinking of this approach. 
. 7. —— the Delight which the 

Thought of it gives you. 8. By the De- 


©; art and be with CHRIS T. 2 
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Sixth Canverſation. 


HUNGER and THIRST AFTER 
Nn EOUSNESS. 


. ] Sit yeur real Deſire and daily 


Endeavo ur to grow in Grace? 


You may know this, 1. By your not 
looking back on any paſt ood Works to 


| ſtop or reſt in them. By. Foup Jealpuly 
over every thing that 3 like 


3. By your actual Defire of Grace in 


. Uſe of all religious Ordinances. 4. By 


your Diligence in the Uſe of all ſuch Nin. 
5. By the Deſire you find in you of the 

255 ſearching and quickening Preachin 

and See 6. By the rr 


gives dre that you have not better i 
prove 
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Seventh Converſation. 


MORTIFICATION. of 8 IN. 


el. Is che Law of Sin in your 
Members not only in a State 


. 2 of Subjection, but (%) loſing its 


_ Power and Influence Day by Day ? 


() Vou may know whether corrupt 
Nature be in Subjection, 1. By. the Pur. 


. poſe of your Heart to do God's Will in 


oppoſition to Fear and Shame, Intereſt and 


Eaſe, which the Will of the Fleſh would 


have conſulted and conſidered. 2. By your 


: Hg in your general Courſe upon the Plan 
<dience to Gor, while your corrupt 


of © 
Nature is- ſoliciting for a quite contrary 
Courſe. 3. By your hatred of in-dwelling 
Sin, and regarding, it as the heavieſt of all 
your Burdens. 4. By your Jealouſy over, 
and Watchfulneſs againſt your own deceit- 
ful Heart, left it ſhould get Advantage of 
you. 5. By your godly Shame, Sorrow, 

and Self-Diſpleaſure when corrupt Nature 
of | | has 
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has gained an Advantage in any Inſtance, 


ſtirring you up to oppoſe and deny it with 
immediate Purpoſe of Heart, and greater 


| Diligence. 6. By your not declining Self- | 
| denying Duties, though your Fleſh pleads 
for being ſpared. 


e 


(35) You may know if corrupt Nature 

be loſing ground, 1. By the greater Sted- 
faſtneſs of your Purpoſes for Gon and Duty. 
2. By the greater Readineſs and Eaſe where- 
with you put them into practice. 3, By the 

greater Calmnefs and Reſolvedneſs of Mind 

wherewith you reje& the Salicitations of the 

Fleſh. 4. By the leſs Inflyence your Cor- 

ruptions have over you, and the leſs Power 

they have to make you apprehenſiye for 

them. 5. By the greater Command you 

have of veuelf to think and act with 

Freedom and without Bias. 
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FEAR and WATCHFULNESs. 


o mantain that holy 
. P Doſs offending G 4 


hich keeps you duly on your Guard 


againſt falling into Sin? 


| You may know how — oy this, 
2. CT H out of all 


need] 3 ge 2. * the Reſtraint 


of Tu Mind in certain Company, where 
your Integrity may be in Danger. 3. By 
the Diligence you uſe to preſerve the Spiri- 
tuality of your Temper againſt that Vanity 
of Mind which is natural to you. 4. By 
your Carefulneſs not to fall into Lightneſs 


in nagar 5. By the abiding Jea- 


8 have over the whole Body of Sin, 


and eſpecially that Member of it which has 


moſt Power with you. 6. By the abiding 


Reverence you have upon your Mind of 


Gov's Majeſty and 3 Preſence. 
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Mid 
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. intb PEN he 
LIVING to the GLORY of GOD. 


FE | | 

? Wt. AVE you ſuch à tender 

* H Concern for Gov's s Glory, 

as engages your Attention toit beyond 
all other Conſiderations? 


Tou may know: how fur this is your 
Caſe, 1. By the Deſire you have that the 
* Tempers and Diſpoſitions of your Heart 
might be in a more practical Conformity 

|- to Gop's Majeſty and Perfections, in Faith, 
| "Fear, Love, Truſt, and Submiſſion. 2. By 
| your Hndeavour that your whole Conduct 
may be not only inoffenſive, but alſb cal- 
culated to promote Faith in Gop, and Sub- 
miſſion to Him, in all who are Witneſſes 
of your Converſation. 3. By your ſetting 
za Value on your Learning, Knowledge, 
Wealth and Influence, * beeauſe 
So may be glorified by them. 4. By 
your Sorrow for any Part of. your Conduct 
which has — — on G o D's 


: —_—_— * 
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that Diſgrace by any Means, however dif. 
agreeable to your Pride, or ſeemingly. pre- 
judicial to your Character. 5. By your 
ſpecial Regard to Gop's Glory in your 
particular Calling, ſerying Him therein 
with that Willingneſs, Simplicity, Diligence, 
and Honeſty, which ſhall: teſtify your Re- 

fignation to his Will appointing you thereto, 
and moſt effectually FN his Honour 
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E ele. 60 


HONESTY. 


; 1 Do you, in all your Deal- 

- ,,-..- . 1ngs, That unto all Men, 

| which you would 7 ſho uld do __ 
you? U 


> You may "Tl of yourſelf nos; * 
By your Abhorrence, and Rejection in your 
Practice, of that worldly and moſt 'diſho- 
neſt Maxim, Buy as cheap, and ſell as 
dear as you can.“ 2. By your being as 
— to 0 as to receive. 3. By your 
aichful in * your Work, as 

£0 5 f | you | 
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you are willing to be paid your Wages. 
4. By your making Conſcience of uſing 
your Time and Ability to the Benefit of 

thoſe who have paid you for them. 5. 

Buy your not leſſening the Worth of that 
you would buy, nor over- rating the Worth 
of that you would ſell.” 6. By your takipg 
no Advantage of the Neceſſities or Igno-— 
rance of any you deal with. 7. By your 

e - not borrowing what you have no fair Pro- 

| ſpect of repaying. 8. By your honeſt En- 

eavour to pay what you owe.. 9. B 

your reſtoring what you have fraudulently 
taken, or what is not your own. 10. By 

your making Conſcience of not defraud- 

ing the King of his Tribute and Cuſtoms, 

By 11. By your being more than an Eye-Ser- 

N vant, who works only when he is looked 
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Eleventh Canoerſation 


THANKFULNESS. 


Wu. ou meintein a cthankeful 
D emper of Heart for Gop's 
Mercies towards you, — 0 A 


C temporal? 


* 


(a) Regarding / ritual Mercies It; 
| are not really ſenſible of your Want of all 
Riahteouſach, Strength, and Wiſdom, in 
yourſelf, you cannot have any Thankful- 
neſs for ſpiritual Mercies ; but if you thus 
know — and find by 3 
chat in all theſe Reſpects you = compleat 
in Cunisr, you are in the right Way of 
maintaining that cheerful and thankful 
Frame of Heart, which becomes and re- 
commends the Goſpel. Wherefore, I. 
Ref Rigbleouſneſs ; Are you thank- 
ful, hat you are not in Deſpair of 
Mere) ? ? 2, That you have Hope thereof ? 
3. That you enjoy Peace of Mind not- 
withſtanding your manifold Sins? 4. That 
you 2 1 8 3 * your 
(ons: e ng vg! you 
_ py 


promoting Religions Converſaliun. 23 
thankful, 1. For good Motions ? 2, For 
good, Purpoſes ? 3, For Grace enabling 
you to Duty, though done with much Im- 
perfection? 4. For Grace following you, 
when you have fallen? III. Reſpecting 
Wiſdom: Axe you thankful, 1. For your 
Knowle of the Gepe 12 2. For any 
_ abiding lace, ic has in your. Mind 7 3. 

For any of its Promiſes, Threatnings, or 


2 Diredtion brought home to you in Time of 


Need ? 4. For your Stedfaſtneſs i in believin 

the Goſpel, ſo as that you ate not unſettl 
and diſordered by the thfferent inions of 
others, or by the falling away of any who 
have long made open a Profeſion?.... And 
regarding {ſpiritual Mercies in general, Lou 
may know how far you are thankful for 
them, 1. By your leoking on them as 
1 . Gop eee. toward you. 
eir pre you in a quiet, 
| Ger 1 1 R in whatever 
Eircumſtances. By your Readineſs to 
anithem "co. the Giocy of: Gam) 4. By 
the Influences they have to promote in you 


. 4 . er and Child-liks Obedience. 


(b) Regandin temporal neden 3 You 
cannot be duly thankful for them, unleſs 
you are ſenſible you have forfeired all Right 
to them by Sin. And you may know how 
far you are fo, 1. By the Cy and 


FRO of your Thanksgivings for _ F 


